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UNSARE LIFEBOATS.

REV. DR, TALMAGE STILL FINDS NEW
BUBJECTS AND NEW THOUGHTS.

The Fiesant ¥acht Race—Importance of
the Lifebosts—Oue That Can Live In
Any Sea—A fure Refuge In the Storm
of Life.

BroogLyN, Oct, 29, —After preaching
vn_nearly 4,000 different subjects and
being elosely fellowad by the printing
press for abont (03 years Rev, Dr. Tal.
taaze still scems to find new mubjects
Lbnt have never been preached on. This
forenvon he ohiose ifor his subject *'Tn.
wafe Lifebonta,” the text being Acts
xxvii, 82, “Then the soldiers cut off the
ropes of the boat and let her fall off."

While your faces are yet somewhat
bronzed by attendance on the interna-
tion: ' bont contest between the Vigilant
and he Valkyrie I address you. Good
thinza when there {s o betting or dissi-
pation, those outdoor sports. We want
more fresh air and breeziness in onr
tempernments and our religion. A stale

Al &low.gnd. logabrions. religion may
hawveidone for other times, yot will not
do for these. But my text calls our ate
tention to o boat of a different sort, and
instead of the Atlantic it is the Mediter-
rancan, and instead of not wind enough,
‘s thn-crews-of -the Vigilant-and. Valky-
rie the other day complained, there is
teo much wind and the swoop of a Eu-
roclydon.,

I am not calling your attention so
much to the famons ship on which Panl
was the distinguished passenger, but to
‘the lifebout of that ship which no one
seems to notice, For a fortnight the
main vessel bad been tossed and driven.
For that two weeks, the account says,
the passengora had ‘‘continued fasting.®
1 suppose the salt water, dashing over,
hiad spolled the sea bisouit, and the pas-
sengers were seasiclc anyhow,

The sailors sald, It {8 no use; this ship
must go down," and they proposed
among themselves to lower the lifeboat
and get into it and take the chances for
reaching shore, although they pretended
they were going to get over the sides of
the big ship and down 4nto the lifeboat
only to do sailors' daty. That was not
sailorlike, for the sailors that I have
known were all intrepid fellows and
would rather go down with the ship
than do such a mean thing as those Jack
Tars of my text attempted.

When on the Mediterranean last June
the Victorin sank under the ram of the
Caumperdown, the most majestic thing
about that awful scene was that sll the
sailors staid at their posta doing their
duty. As a class all over the world sail-
ors are valorous, but these sailors of the
text were exceptional and pretended to
do duty while they were really preparing
for flight in the lifsboat, Bot these ‘‘ma-
rines” on board—sea soldiers—had in es-
pecial charge a littla missionary who
was turning the world upside down, and
when thess marines saw the trick the
sailors were about to play they lifted the
cutlasses from the girdle and chop! chop!
went thoss cutlasses into the ropes that
held the lifeboat, and splash! it dropped
into the sea.

My text desoribes it, **The soldiers out
off the ropesof the boat and let her fall
off." As that empty lifeboat dropped
and was capsized on a sea where far two
weeks winds and billows had been in
battle I think that mauy on board the
main vessal felt their last hope of ever
reaching home had vanished. In that
tompestuous sea asmall boat could not
have lived five minntes.

My subject is “Unsafe Lifeboats.”
We oannot exaggerate the importance of
the lifeboat. All honor to the memory
of Lionel Lukin, the coach builder of

Acre, London, who invented the
first lifeboat, and I do not blame him for
ordering put upon his tombstonein Kent
the inscription that you may still read
there:

“This Lionel Lukin was the first who
built & lfebost and was the original in-
ventor of that principle of safety by
which many lives and much property
have been preserved from shipwreck,
and he obtained for it the king's patent
in the year 1785."

A WORD OF CAUTION.

All honor to the memory of Bir Wil-
liam Hillary, who, living in the isle of
Man, and after assisting with his own
hand in the rescue of 805 lives of the
shipwrecked, stirred the Eoglish parlia-
ment to quick action in the construction
of lifeboats. Thanks to God for the
sublime and pathetic aud divine mission
of the lifebost. No one will doubt ite
important mission who has read of the
wreck of the Amazon in the bay of Bis-
cay, of the Tweed running on the reefs
of the gulfef Maxico, or of the Ocean
Monarch on thecoast of Wales, or of the
Birkenhead on the Cape of Good Hope,
ar of the Regyal Charter on the const of
Anglesen, or of the Exmouth oo the
Scotch breakers, or of the Cambria on
the Irish const, or of the Atlantic ou the
rocks of Nova Seotis, or of the Lexing-
ton on Long Island sound,

To add still further to the importanoe of
the lifeboat, remember there are at least
8,000,000 men following the sea, o say
vothing of the nnconnted millions this
moment ocean passengers. We “land-
lubbers,” as sailors call wa. may not
know the difference bstween a marline
spike and u ringbolt, or anything about
heaving » log, or vigging out llﬂ:ﬂ
Jibboom, or furling o lopasil, but we
Teslize to greater or less extent the Im-
portance of @ lifeboat in every marine
equipment.

Put do we feel the importance of &
lifeboat in thematier of thowoul's rescue?

are times when we all feel that we

an thinking, be would not have built
lm_t!ﬁr this whealhonsn of the skull this
thinking machine, which halts not in ita
revolutions from oradle to grave, Even
the midnight does not stop the thinking
machine, for when we are in dreams we
are thinking, althengh we do not think
aa well.  All of us who are sconstomed
to thinking want to reach some solid
shore of safety and satisfaction, and if
any one has a good lifeboat that we may
honorably take I wish he would un-
swing it from the davits and let us get
fnto it and put for shore,

But I give you fair notioe I must first
examine the lifeboat before I risk my
{ soul in it or advise you to risk your soul
[Imit. Al the splendid Rumsgate life-
| boats, and Margate lifeboats, and South
Shields lifeboats, and American lifeboats
were tested befors being put into prac-
tical use as to thelr buoyancy and speed
and stowage and self righting capacity.
And when you offer my soul & lifoboat I
must first test it

THE THROSOFHIC LIFEBOAT,

Here s a splendid new lifeboat ecalled
Theosopby. 1t has only a lit‘le while
been launched, although some of the
planks are really several thousand years
old, and  from & worm eaten ship, but
they ‘are painted over and look new,
They are really fatalism and pantheism
of olden time, But we must forget that
and call them theosophy. The Grace
Darling of this lifeboat was an oars-
woman by the name of Mme. Blavat-
sky, but. the oarswoman now is Annie
Besant, 8o many are getting aboard
the boat it is worthy of examination,
both because of the safety of those who
have entered it and beowuse we ourselyes
are invited to get in.

Its theory is that everything is God.
Horse and star and tree and man are
parta of God. We have three souls—an
animal soul, o human soul, & spiritual
soul. The animal soul becomes, after
awhile, & wandering thing, trying to ex-
press itself through medinms, It enters
beasts or enters s human being, and
when you find an effeminate man it is
because a woman's soul has got into the
man, aud when you find & masculine
womasn it is because a man's soul has
taken possession of a woman's body,

If you find a woman has beoome a
platform speaker and likes politios, she

ppes—

e ——

trusting in is handsomer than

sped out of & boathouse or hoisted sail
for a raco. But she leaks. Trust vour
soul in that, and you will go to to the
bottom. 8he lewka. So I imitate the
mariners of the text, and with n outlass
strike the ropes of the boat and let her
fall off,

Another lifeboat is Christian Incon-
mistencies, The planks of this boatare
composed of the split plauks of ship-
wrecks. That prow is made out of hy-
poorisy from the life of a man who pro
fessed one tling and really was um)ttl;r.
Une our of this lifebost was tho fulse-
hood of 4 ¢hurch member, and the other
oar wus the wickedness of some minister
of the gospel, whose iniquities were not
for a long while found out. Not one
plank from the oak of God's eternal
truth in ali that lifeboat. All the planks,
by universal addssion, are decayed and
crumbling and fallen apart androtten
and ready to sink,

“Well, well,” yon say, “no one will
want to get into that lifeboat.,” Oh, my
friend, you are mistaken. That is the
most popular lifeboat ever constructed.
That is the most popular lifebost ever
launched. Millions of peopls want to
goet into it, They jostle each other to
gel the best seat in the boat. You could
not keep them back though you stoed at
the gunwales with a club, as on ourship
Greece in a hurricane, and the steerage
passengers were determined to come up
on deck, where they would have been
washed off, and the officers stood at the
top of the stairs clubbing them back.
Even by such violence as that you could
not kesp people from jumping into the
most popular lifeboat, made of «church
member inoonsistencies,

In times of revival when sinners flock
into the inquiry room the most of them
are kept from deciding aright because
they know 80 many Christians who are
bad, The inguiry room becomes a
world's fair for exhibition of all the
frailties of church members, so that if
yon believe all is there told yom you
would be afraid to enter a church lest
you get your pockets picked or pget
kmocked down.

This is the way they talk: “I was
cheated out of §300 by & leader of a
Bible class.,” *“A Bunday school teacher

is possessed by a dead politician, who
40 years ago made the platform
qualke. The sounl keeps wandering on
and on, and may have 50 or ianumer-
able different forms, aul flually is
absorbed in God. It was God at the
start and will be God at the last. But
who gives the authority for the trath of
sucha religion? Bome beings living in a
cave in contral Asis, Theyare invisible
to the naked eye, but they cross conti-
nents and seas in a flash,
My Baptist brother Dr. Haldeman says
that a theosophist in New York was vis-
ited by ome of these mysterious beings
from central Asia, Thegentleman knew
it from the fact that the mysterions be-
ing left his pocket handkerchief, em-
broidered with his name and Asiatic res-
idence. The most wonderful achieve-
ment of the theasophists is that they
keoep out of the insane asylum. They
prove the truth of the statement that no
religion ever announced was so absard
but it gained disciples.
Societies in the United States and Eng-
land and other lands have been estab-
lished for the promulgation of theosophy.
Instead of needing the revelation of &
Bible you can have these spirits from a
cave in central Asis to tell yon all youn
ought to know, and after yon leave this
life you may become & prims donna, or
aTobin, or a-gazelle, or a sot, or » prize-
fightar, o & Herod, or a Jezebel, and so
be enabled to have great variety of
experience, rotuting through the uni-
verse, now rising, now [falling, mow
shot out in a straight line and now de-
scribing & parabola, and on and on, and
up and up, and down and down, and
round and ronnd. Don't you see? Now,
that theosophic lifeboat has Dbeen
launched, It proposes to take you off
the rongh sea of doubt into everlasting
quietnde. How do you like the lifeboat?
My opinion is you had better fmitate
the mariners of my text and cut off the
ropes of that boat and let her fall off.

A BOAT THAT LEAKS,

Another lifeboat tempting us to enter
is made up of many planks of good
works, It is really a beauntiful boat—
almsgiving, practical sympathies for
human snffering, righteous words and
righteons deeds. 1 must admit I like the
looks of the prow, and of tha rowlocks
and of the paddles, and of the steering
gear, and of many who are thinking to
trust themselves on her benches, But
the troubleabout that lifeboat is it leaks.
I never knew & man yeb good enough to
earn beaven by his virtues or generos-

gossiped about me and did her best to
destroy my good name,” *I had a part-
ner in business who swamped our busi-
ness conocern by his trickery and then
rolled up his eyes in Friday night prayer
meeting, as thongh he were looking for
Elijah's chariot to make a second trip
and take up another 7
But what a cracked and water logged
and gaping seamed lifeboat the incon-
sistencies of others! Pat me on a shingle
mid-Atlantic and leave me there rather
than in such a yawl of spiritual confi-
dence, God forbid that I should get
aboard it, and lert someof yon make the
mistake of getting into it I do as the
mariners did on that Mediterranean ship
when the sailors were about to get into
the unsafe lifeboat of the text and lose
their lives in that way., “Then the sol-
diers cut off the ropes of the boat and
let her fall off,”
NOT LEFT 10 CHANCE.

“Well,” says some one, *‘this subject
is very discouraging, for we must have
o lifeboat if we are ever to get ashone,
and you have already condemned threa.”
Ah, it is because [ want to persuade you
to take the only safe lifeboat, I will not
sllow you to be deceived and get on to
the wild waves and then capsize or sink,
Thank God, there ia a lifeboat that will
take you ashore in safety, ns sure as God
is God and heaven is heaven. The keal
and ribs of this boat are made out of a
tree that was set up on a binff back of
Jerusalem o good many years ago. Both
of the oars are made out of the same
tree. The rowlocks are made out of the
same tree. The steering gear Is made
out of the same tres, The planks of it
were hammered together by the ham-
mers of executioners who thought they
were only killing a Christ, but were
really pounding together an escape for
all imperiled souls of all ages.
Itis an old boat, but good as new,
though it has been ocarrying passngers
from sinking ships to firm shore for ages
and has never lost & » These
old Christians begin to smile because it
ia dawning vpon them what I mean.
The fact is #iat in this way years ago
they got off & wreck themselves, and 1
do not wonder they smile. It is nota
sonseless giggle that means frivolity,
but it is a smiie like that on the face of
Christians the moment they leave earth
for heaven—yea, like the smile of God
himsalf when he had completed the plan
for saving the world,

Right after that big tumble of the At-
lautie ooean six or seven weeks ago on
the beach at East Hsmpton 1 met the

m.l.l‘ there be one person bere present
on this blessed Sabbath all of whose
thonghts have been always right, all of
whose actions have al ways been right,and
all of whose words huve slways been |
right,let him stand up, orif already stand-
{ng let him lift has hand, and [ will know
that he lies, Paul had it sbout right |
when he said, *By the llﬂ-d_a of the law
shall no flesh living beo justified.” David
had it abous right when he said, “'I:'lwn
{s none that dooth good, no not one,

The old book had it about right when
it aaid, “*All have sinned and come short
of the glory of God.” Let a wan get aff
that little steamer called The Maid of |
the Mist, which sails up to the foot of
Niagara falls, and then climb to the top

fulls on t
ﬁl::n do it ensier than any man ever
will beable to climb to heaven by lde

worlks
.o;;lyour thoughts have always been ex-
right, sud your words exnctly
right, and your deeds always exactly
right, you can go up to the gate of ha:;r
en, apd you need not even knock for ad-
mittanoe, bat open I§ yourself asd pz
the sngels out of your way and go up
take one of the froul weats. Bat you
wonld bo #0 unliks sny ohe else that han

up from :

BT
oo e faatitani

he descending floods, for |

captain of the life saving station and
gaid, “Captain, do you think » lifebont
could live in & sea like that? Although
the worst of 1t wus over, the caplain re-
plied, “No, 1 do not think it could.” But
this lifebout of which | speak canm live

| in any sea and defles all breakers, aud

11 oyclones, sud all equinoxes, snd all
:urtf:. and all hell, In 20 years the life
saving spparstus slong our Atlantic
coust saved the lives of over 405,000 of
the shipwrecked, but this lifebout that 1
commend has saved in2) yearsbundreds
of millions of the sbi reckad. Like
those newly invented gliah lifebonts,
it is insubmergible, self righting and

in
"Kltluiiofg uur rocky American coart
things were left to chanoe for centuries,
aud the shipwrecked crawled wp an the
| besch to die unless oo one blw
to walk along or some fishermusa’s Lut
might be nesr, But after the ship Ayr-
shire was wrecked st Bguan b, mad
the Powhatlan left her 300 depd strewn
along our ounet, sud another Vi) w:::
s, 400 lives perishing,
K oo ment wake ap snd

t any yawl |the entire beach hos been traversed, auy
Or pinnace or yacht or cutter that ever | the Costan light flashes hope from shore

|to suffersr, and surfimen, ingased in
| Merrivann life saving dress, and |ife car
rolling on the ropes, there are mauy
probabilities of rvscue for the unforta
pate of the ses.  Buat the government o
the united heavens has made better pro
vision for the rescuse of our sounls. So
closaby that this moment we can put
our hund on ita top avd swing into it i
this gospel lifebost., It will not take
you mare than a second to get into it
A BTANCH CHAFT,

But while in my text we stand watch-
ing the marines with their cutlasses, pre-
paring to sever the ropes of the lifeboat
and let her fall off, notice the poor equip-
ment. Only one lifeboat, Two handred
snd seventy-six passengers, as Paul
counted them, and only ome lifeboat.
My text uses the singular and not the

aral, “Cut off the ropes of the boat.”

do not it would have held
more than people, thongh loaded to
the water's

I think by marine law all our modern
vessals have enough lifeboats to hold all
the crew and all the passengers in case
of emergency, but the marines of my
text were standing by the only boat, and
that a small boat, and yet 270 passengers,
But what thrillsme throngh and through
is the fact that though we are wrecked
by sin and trouble and there is only one
lifeboat, that boat is large emough to
hold all who ave willing to get into it.
The gospel hymn expresses it:

All may come, whoever will;
This Man recelves poor sinners still,

But I must haul in that statement a
little. Room for all in that lifeboat,
with just one exeeption, Not you—I do
not mean you, but thers is one excep-
tion. There have been cases where ships
were in trouble, and the captain got all
the pussengers and crew into the life-
boats, but there was not room for the
captain, He, through the sea trompet,
shouted: “'Shove off now and pull for
the beach. Goodby!" Aund then the
captain, with pathetic and sublime self
sacrifice, went down with the ship, Be
the Captain of cur salvation, Christ the
Lord, launches the gospel lifeboat and
tells us all to get in, but he perishes,

“It behooved Christ to suffer.” Was
it not 8o, ye who witnessed his agonizing
expiration? Bimonof Cyrene, was it not
so? Cavalry troops, whose horses pawsd
the dust at the crucifixion, was it not so?
Ye Marys who swooned away with the
sun of the midday heavons, was it not
so? ‘‘By his stripes we are healed.” By
his death we live, By hin sinking in the
deep sea of suffering we got off in a anfe
lifeboat. Yes, we must pnt into this
story o little of our own personality.
We bad a ride in that very lifeboat from
foundered eraft to solid shore.

Ounoe on the reging seas | rowed,

The storm was lood; the night was dark,
The ocean yawned and rudely Dlowd

The wind that tossed my foundering bark.

But I got into the gospel lifeboat, and 1
got ashore, No religionsspeculation for
me. These higher oriticlem fellows do
not bother me a bit. Yon may ask me
80 questions about the sea, and about the
land, and about the lifeboat that I can.
not answer, but one thing [ know, I am
asbore, and I am going to stay ashore, if
the Lord by his grace will help me. 1
feel nnder we something so firm that 1
try it with my right foot, and try it with
my left foot, nnd then I try it with both
feet, and it is so solid that I think it
must be what the old folks used to call
the Rock of Ages.

Aud bLe my romaining days on earth
many or few | sin going to spend my
time in recommending the lifeboat which
fetched me here, a poor sinner saved by
grace, and in swinging the ocutlasses
to sever the ropes of any unsafe Hfeboat
and let her full off, My bearer, without
adking any questions, get into the gospel
lifeboat. Room! and yet thereis room!
The biggoest boat on earth is the gospel
lifeboat. You must remember the
portion of things, and that the P
wrecked oraft is the whole earth, and the
lifeboat must be in proportion,

You talk abont your Campanias, and
your Lucaniss, aud your Majestics, and
your City of New Yorks, but all of
them put together are smallor than an
Indiau's canve on Behroop lake com-
pared with this gospel lifeboat that Is
largo enough to take in all nations,
Room for one and room for all. Get
inl “How? How? yon ank,

Well, I know how you feel, for sum-
mer before last on the ses of Finland ]
had the same experience. The ship in
which we ssiled could not venture nesr-
or than & mile from shore, where stood
the Bussiun palace of Peterhof, and we
had to get iuto & small boat and be
rowed ashore. The wrier waus rough,
and as we went down the ladder at the
slde of the ship we held firwly on to the
railing, but in order Lo got into the bost
we had at last to let go,

How did I know that the boat was

aod that the carsmen wero suffl-
clent? How did 1 know that the Finland
soa would not ewaliow us with one open.
ing of ite crystal jows? Wae had to trust,
and we did trust, sud our trust wes wall
yowarded. lo the same way get into this
gospel lifeboat. Lol go! As long wa you
hold om to auy otler hope you are fm-
poriled, and you get no sdvantage from
the litebost, let gol Dovs some one
here say, 1 guesa [ will Lold on s Hitle
to my good works, of ton plons parent-
age, or to something 1 can 4o in the way
of sobdeving wy own smalvitlan” No,
po, ket go! Trom the Captain, who
would not put you into s rickety or us

:;l:.:;qt:zn PERUZATION,
For the sake of your present and ev-
erlasting weolfare, with all the urgency
of an immorta) sddressing lunartala, |
cry from the depiin of my soul snd o
the top of my voloe, Let go!  Last sum
wer the life saving orew st Exst Hamp
ton invited me tecome up fo the life
station and ses the cvew pructice, for
pwics & wesk they sre drilled (o the b
portant work sssigned tha by the Unit-
od Statos government, snd they |=

through all the routive of meving
PBut that wonld give
shipwrecked. would have to o
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the breakers, and then responding lighta
flaring from the beach, snd hesr the
rockets buse as they rise, and the life-
boat rumbles out, and the gun booms,
and the life line rises and falls ncross the
splintered decks, and the hawser tight-
ens, nnd the life car goes to and fro, car-
rying the exbaustod mariners, and the
ocean, as if angered by the suatching of
the human prey from the white teeth of
its surf and the stroke of its billowing
paw, rises with increased fury to assail
the land. Bo now I am engaged in no
light drill, practicing for what may
come over some of your soula, It is with
some of you wintry midnight, and your
hopes for this world and the next are
wrecled,

But seel Seel The lights kindled on
the beach! 1 throw out the life line
Haul in, hand over hand! Ah, there fs n
{feboat in the surf, which all the'wrath
of earth and Lell gannot swamp, and its

in me is thy help.” But what is the use
of ull this {f you decline to get intoit?
You might us well have been u sailor on
bourd thut foundering ship of the Medi-
terranesn whon the mariners ont the
ropes of the boat and let her fall off,

AL Plymouth a vissel welgumug 200
tons was iifted clean on to the broad ses
wall nt the breakwater by the foree of
the waves,

The fourth verss of the twentieth

thapter of Revelation containg more
words than any other verse in the New
Testiinent,
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